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Message from the
Headteaches

Normally, my message at the start of a new term
would focus upon how we have enjoyed welcoming
back the students following the Christmas break and
highlighting the exciting events and opportunities in
the term ahead. Although, this new term and new
year have been very different to the norm, our aim is
to do all we can to maintain the sense of community
as a school, alongside student learning and hence
this newsletter and other communications that will
continue during this period of lockdown.

The initial decision to stagger the return to school
and then to move to a national lockdown were both
sensible and necessary, as has been evidenced by
the current challenges faced by our hospitals. While
you may, as | have, felt frustration at the delay in
decision-making or late U turns it is clear that we all
need to adapt to the conditions of lockdown and
remote working and learning. | would like to stress
that the communication of what is happening
regarding schools is not shared with me as a
Headteacher or the schools themselves in advance
and so thank you for your patience and
understanding while we systematically and
strategically adapt to the constantly changing
landscape presented by the pandemic and the
actions of the government in managing it. Please
do bear in mind that this week teachers and school
leaders, like everyone else, have had to adapt to

their own children re-starting remote learnlng or
caring for young children or elderly parents and
relatives alongside trying to deliver meaningful and
effective remote learning for the students at
Warlingham, set up and staff provision for the children
of critical workers and vulnerable students, facilitate
the sitting of public examinations and establish initial
Covid testing facilities and programmes. We are very
aware of the pressures that all parents are under
currently (as the majority of us are parents too) and we
appreciate and value both your support and how
positively the students have embraced having to
adapt to new ways of working.

Nonetheless, we have been reviewing our approach to
remote learning in order to increase the direct
interaction and live learning experiences for students
using Microsoft Teams. While we are not making
every lesson a live lesson for all 5 hours of each day,
we are providing a daily live tutor period and a
number of live learning experiences for students
within a clear structured day in the same way as the
school timetable operates, see diagram on page 4.
There is a good deal of research evidence that shows
the quality of the learning activity, resources and
explanation to support learning is considerably more
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esiage from the

Headleaches (continued)

impactful for remote learning than the method of
delivery itself or for it to be live/

synchronous. Moreover, that a mixed diet of screen-
based learning and off-screen learning is better for
learners both in terms of their learning and their
wellbeing. We are committed to increasing the level
of teacher and student interactivity whilst remote
learning in as many ways as possible and utilising all
the technology at our disposal (and accessible to the
students) and we are committed to learning the
lessons from the first lockdown both at Warlingham
and from other schools. Please see the updated
elements of our approach in the letter sent out today
which will also be on the remote learning section of
our website. We will continue to review our
approach and inform parents and students promptly
of further updates and improvements.

You will be aware that the government announced
just before Christmas a programme of rapid mass
and routine testing of students and staff to identify
asymptomatic cases, which may otherwise not be
identified. | am confident that the introduction of
testing in schools will provide an additional layer of

national lockdown and closure of schools to the
majority of students, our focus is now on testing the
small number of students and staff members
currently working in school. We will be looking at a
programme of testing later in the Spring prior to the
return of students to in-school learning and during
normal school opening.

The new year provides us all with an opportunity to
take stock and hit the reset button. A chance to give
up bad habits and try to establish healthy ones as
well an opportunity to be kinder to ourselves and
each other. There has never been a greater need to
be kind to ourselves and each other than now, and |
urge us all to accept that there will be difficulties,
highs and lows along the way and to seek support
from others when we need it.

Finally, | would like to wish all members of our
school community a happy and healthy new year.
Stay safe,

Paul Foster

protection to members of our school community Headteacher

(staff, students and families) alongside the other

protective measures in place in school. In light of the
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Registration
8.35

ALWAYS LIVE
on Teams

Period 1
9.00-10.00

Check Satchel for
instructions and if
a live lesson
Period 2

10,05 — 11.05
Check Satchel for
instructions and if
a live lesson
Break
11.05-11.20

Period 3
11.25-12.25
Check Satchel for
instructions and if
a live lesson
Period 4
12,30-13.20
Check Satchel for
instructions and if
a live lesson

Lumch
13,30 - 14.05

Period 5
14.10-3.10

Check Satchel for
instructions and if
a live lesson
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Are you eligible for free additional mobile data?

Due to the current national restrictions the DfE
and some mobile network providers are allowing
temporary increases in mobile data so that
students are able to access online learning from
home. Please see the requirements below:

Who can get help
\We can request mobile data increases for
children and young people who:

e do not have fixed broadband at home
e cannot afford additional data for their devices

e are experiencing disruption to their face-to-
face education

Children with access to a mobile phone on one of
the following networks might be able to benefit:

Three
Smarty
Virgin Mobile
==

Tesco Mobile
Sky Mobile

Other providers may join the scheme at a later
stage.

When help is available
We can request mobile data increases when we report
a closure or have pupils self-isolating.

We can also make requests for children who cannot
attend school face-to-face because:

e they're clinically extremely vulnerable
e restrictions prevent them from going to school

How to request a mobile data increase
For each request, we need to know:

e the name of the account holder

e the number of the mobile device

e the mobile network of that device (for example
Three)

Completing the MS Form below with your details will
allow us to request additional data from your network
provider.

Warlingham School
& Sixth Form College

V

Page 6

Warlinghar \Mw

===y



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JJlPGEbQl0WK_zLIhujW6mTInuP7RqxImVydweUCnMxUMTBQOEdCRERIRVhaMTA4WVU3UDBPTU9YMS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JJlPGEbQl0WK_zLIhujW6mTInuP7RqxImVydweUCnMxUMTBQOEdCRERIRVhaMTA4WVU3UDBPTU9YMS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JJlPGEbQl0WK_zLIhujW6mTInuP7RqxImVydweUCnMxUMTBQOEdCRERIRVhaMTA4WVU3UDBPTU9YMS4u

Free School Meals

At this time, we are aware that family's financial
circumstances may have changed. If you feel this
applies to your family, your child/children may
now be entitled to Free School Meals.

If you are eligible for Free School Meals, your will
receive £15 vouchers via email from Warlingham
School weekly during the home learning period.
When your child/children return to school, £2.45
will be credited to their Wisepay account daily to
purchase lunch at school.

Your child/children will also receive Pupil
Premium. This funding is given to the school by the
government and used to benefit your child/
children.

Please see attached Free School Meal application
form. Please complete and return to me via email.

If you have any questions, please contact Nicola
Jenkins njenkins@warlinghamschool.co.uk

—
Y,

(ams Information

exams@warlinghamschool.co.uk
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